Women's concerns about abnormal Papanicolaou test results.
Because of the increase in and potential severity of abnormal Papanicolaou (Pap) tests, women's concerns and methods of coping with abnormal Pap results are of clinical importance. Through this study, the researchers sought to describe women's questions and identify their reactions to abnormal Pap results. The study included 118 women whose Pap tests suggested precancer. Interviews were conducted with the participants after they received the news of their Pap tests and at follow-up. Upon hearing the results of their Pap tests, the participants asked questions reflecting their concerns about follow-up, causes, and implications. The participants' reactions at follow-up reflected their concerns about serious diseases, worry, and uncertainty about the meaning of Pap tests.